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GOVERNMENT ELECTION PROMISES 

614. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the Premier’s broken promise of not delivering the Roe 8 highway extension now promised at two 
consecutive elections.  

(1) Will the Premier deliver the additional traffic lanes on Shelley Bridge in this term of government, as 
promised by the member for Riverton?  

(2) Will the Premier deliver in this term of government the Midland university campus that he promised 
during the election campaign?  

(3) Will the Premier deliver the passing lanes promised for Albany Highway in this term of government, as 
promised?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1) As I said yesterday, Roe 8 is an essential part of the urban road system, and this government intends to 

build it. My comments yesterday were that I did not expect it would be built during this term of 
government, and I think that is a reality.  

Mr M. McGowan: You’ve only promised it twice.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: That is a reality. Who knows? Towards the end it may well be started; I do not know. I 
was asked whether it will be done during this term of government and, no; it will not be. But it may be underway 
towards the end of this term. That will depend on our funding and the progress of that and other projects, but, as 
I said yesterday, we are going through the environmental issues. It is possible to build a road system across a 
wetland and preserve and protect the wetland. That is not impossible to do at all. We are on the side of the 
residents south of the river who regard it, quite rightly, as essential to reducing traffic congestion and the number 
of heavy vehicles on that road.  

(2) Yes, we are continuing discussions with Curtin University on the proposed Midland campus —  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Where’s the money?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The money is there.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Where? It’s not in the budget.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Midland!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: We are progressing with that. Indeed, only this week I had discussions with the Prime 
Minister about that project. As the member knows, from Curtin University’s point of view, while the state is 
prepared to fund the campus and provide the land, Curtin University wishes to create a medical school and allied 
health areas as part of that. This government strongly supports that. For a medical school, we require the 
cooperation of the commonwealth. I expect it will take a little while but I am optimistic in that regard.  

(3) As the transport minister interjected, we committed to passing lanes on Albany Highway, and that work 
is underway.  
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